
What matters when Uniting is saying sorry. 

Whoever is delivering this message to Forgotten Australians, it needs to be sincere, heartfelt, honest and 

transparent.  

For so many years it has come from the mouths of government people and organisations who haven’t 

asked us what happened, and what we want.  

We don’t want organisational language – keep the words simple. We want you to try to reach the hurt 

child that is within us all.  

Forgotten Australians need to be on the platform alongside Uniting Vic.Tas. 

We also understand that for a lot of people this public day is too hard to go to. And very overwhelming.  

We were all beautiful children, often powerless and with no voice.  

Many of us were not seen, and silenced. The strong preyed on the weak. Those in power dished out 

punishments while we curled up and cried. 

We need to honour those who have died and to those who are still grieving the loss of family. 

We need to hear that it did happen, and that it was wrong.  

Some things should be mentioned, but in a way that does not cause more trauma. 

An apology can’t fix the problem, because it did happen, but an acknowledgement goes a long way to 

help some people more forward.  

It needs to be said that this was not our fault.  

Now, together, let our voices be heard.  

We were just kids, and we were innocent. 

Never again. 
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