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[bookmark: _Toc536179807]How to use this resource
The resources included in this pack are designed to be used flexibly in a way that suits your local context.
A key principle for this service is listening to people with lived experience of foster care, as carers or children.
If there are people in your community with lived experience of foster care, invite them to be included in planning for this service if they want to (they may not). 
It’s important to recognise that the experiences of foster care, kinship care, and other forms of out-of-home care, vary. For some people out-of-home care is a joyous experience and memory; for others the experience has been difficult and painful. Be mindful of the breadth of experience which might be present within your congregation (sometimes unknown).
The intention is that these resources follow a recognisable pattern, which reflects the ‘Service of the Lord’s Day 2’ in Uniting in Worship 2.
Option 1
Use the order of service in its entirety.
Option 2
1. Pray the ‘collect’ prayer in your opening prayers
2. Watch the video from Uniting Vic.Tas before the readings
· Link to video: https://youtu.be/WUD_uQmbWUA 
3. Pray the ‘prayer for foster care’ in the prayers of the people
The suggested readings, with some prompts for a sermon, are suggestions only and do not follow the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL).
Song suggestions from Together in Song.
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Introduction
Foster Care Sunday is a national call for churches to respond to the foster care crisis – anchored in faith, fuelled by hope, and expressed through love in action.
[bookmark: _Toc536179808]Right now, thousands of children across Australia need safe, loving homes – and the local church is well placed to respond.
Foster Care Sunday invites your church to take one meaningful step in this area of local mission: to raise awareness, pray, and take action to support vulnerable children and the carers who welcome them in. You don’t have to do everything, but you can do something!
· Become a foster carer
· Spread the word about foster care
· Knit or crochet blankets for foster children.
These worship resources remind us that we bring ourselves before a God who calls us beloved children, and who seeks to restore all people to loving relationships of healing and hope.
Further resources
· Learn more about foster care with Uniting Vic.Tas →
https://www.unitingvictas.org.au/services/family-services/foster-care
· Learn more about the Homeward Project, an organisation helping Christians and churches support foster care → https://homewardproject.org


Gathering of the People of God
	Call to Worship
The home of God is with us.
God will dwell with us, and we shall be God’s people.
Informal words of welcome are offered, naming the focus on Foster Care.
You may wish to read out the introduction to this worship resource.
	Revelation 21:3

	Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters where we meet, the [local indigenous peoples].
We pay our respects to their elders past and present and to all descendants of [this/these] nations who have cared or this place since creation.
We also honour all other Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples here today
	From Uniting Church Assembly and UAICC

	Song
[Song of your choice – see suggestions in Option 2]
	

	Opening Prayer
	

	God who stretches out the heavens 
Forms the earth
And breathes life and spirit into our flesh
	Isaiah 42:1-7

	Lover of justice,
Who does not render unjust judgement
Not partial to the poor,
nor deferent to the great
	Leviticus 19:15

	We do not always strive for the binding unity gifted 
by your Spirit
But allow conviction, and language, and culture to divide us
We do not always make visible your reconciled community
But perpetuate the sin of separation, enmity and hatred
	Belhar Confession

	We do not always witness to you:
freer of prisoners,
helper of orphans,
protector of strangers,
who tends to widows
For we turn away from being your body in this world
	Belhar Confession

	God who pours out unity as a libation,
Flowing through sacred places
Bind us in reconciled unity with you
Forgive and receive us
Turn us to your peace and to service among the destitute. 
Amen.
	Psalm 133

	Declaration of Forgiveness
God destined us for adoption as children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of God’s will,
to the praise of God’s glorious grace
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
Therefore, let us be confident to say together,
Our sins are forgiven,
Thanks be to God!
	Ephesians 1:5

	Song
[Song of your choice – see suggestions in Option 2]
	

	Collect
Abba, Father	Romans 8:15
who gathers your children as a mother hen	Matthew 23:37
open our hearts to the little ones who need our care	Matthew 18:14
that their lives would overflow with peace and joy	Romans 14:17
through Jesus Christ our adoptive brother. 	Matthew 12:48-49
Amen.





Service of the Word
Testimony
Invite someone in your congregation with experience of out of home care, as a child or carer, to share their story.
And/or watch the video of Rachel’s Story, a foster carer with Uniting Vic.Tas
· Link to video: https://youtu.be/WUD_uQmbWUA 
Readings
Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 146
Luke 15:1-10
Sermon
Ruth 1:1-18 – Sermon outline
For carers
The book of Ruth opens with the story of family disruption. Ruth’s husband and brother-in-law both die; Ruth, her sister-in-law Orpah, and mother-in-law Naomi are left to figure out how to go on. Orpah returns to her mother’s family, while Ruth chooses to remain with Naomi.
You might draw out the differences between the family dynamics within the Bible and those today. There is deep wisdom to learn from scripture, and also important differences across the ancient context and today. 
Notice there are different ways of responding to family disruption in the text: Orpah and Ruth respond differently, and there is no suggestion that Orpah’s choice is any less than Ruth’s.
Focusing on Ruth and Naomi’s relationship, you might explore the depth of commitment Ruth makes to chosen family. Ruth and Naomi’s relationship is an example of the commitment to care for people through kinship and family care, outside of the normal patterns of care expected in the ancient context. 
The depth of their commitment is an inspirational call to the care we can choose to offer others within and beyond our direct families.
Luke 15:1-10 – Sermon outline
For those in care
The parables of lost things (a sheep and a coin) remind us of the preciousness of each individual. A sermon on these texts might pay attention to the relationship between the searching and the home. 
In the parable of the lost sheep, it is by going out of the home that the sheep is found; and the joy is in the sheep returning home. 
In the parable of the lost coin, it is within the home that the precious coin is found. 
In thinking about the different ways that care is offered for young people consider how their preciousness can be found both in and out of home care: in all situations what matters is centrality of the precious value of each child and the joy in their restoration.
In preaching about these texts in dialogue with the experience of various forms of out-of-home care, the preacher and congregation may be challenged to consider expanding what salvation might mean. Rather than bringing pre-conceived notions of salvation to these texts, we might consider how the journey home to reconciliation, wholeness and joy helps us to expand our understanding of what salvation means. 
The Good News is about reconciliation, healing and wholeness in the diverse experiences of each person.
Song
[Song of your choice – see suggestions in Option 2]
Notices

Offering
[An offering for the work of the church and/or to support foster care is collected.]
On behalf of ourselves and others,
we bring our gifts as an expression of our hope
for the fulfilment of God’s realm.
Amen.
Prayers of the People
[A response may be offered after each petition:
God of care,
Hear our prayer.]
Prayers are offered for the Church,
for the peoples of the world,
for the nation and the community,
and for situations of need.


A Prayer for foster care
	Abba, Father,
Mothering creation
Today we lift up all the children who do not have the protection of theirparents and family.
We pray hope over their lives, and we pray they may have a childhood full of joy, learning, growing, and free of adult stresses.
God of care,
Hear our prayer.
God, we pray for our churches to be places that understand the impacts oftrauma and broken attachments on tiny brains and bodies. 
You created us to heal through connection and acceptance, 
I pray our churches can be places that offer this.
God of care,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for kinship carers and informal carers.
We pray for all the people working in this messy space.
We pray for protection over workers.
We pray for clear and good decision-making.
We pray for collaborative practices
that respect everyone involved in each child’s life.
God of care,
Hear our prayer.
	Adapted from Homeward Project ‘Foster Care Sunday Prayer’


	
	


The People’s prayers are gathered together in the prayer that Jesus taught:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.
Sending out of the People of God
Song
[Song of your choice – see suggestions in Option 2]
Blessing
God, who formed you,
continue to shape you as a vessel of the Gospel.
Christ Jesus, whom you bear,
mark your life with the good news.
The Holy Spirit, dwelling within,
fill you with the healing,
liberating power of Christ.
Amen.
Dismissal
Go, in the protection of God our Parent,
in the companionship of Christ Jesus our Brother,
and in the new life of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.


References
1. Acknowledgement of Country
https://uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Acknowledgement_of_Country_in_the_UCA.pdf  
2. Opening Prayer
https://uniting.church/continuing-witness-belhar-confession/  
3. Prayer for Foster Care
https://homewardproject.org/ideas/foster-care-sunday-2025/  
4. Collect written for this resource
5. All other prayers taken from Uniting in Worship 2
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